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YOU DON'T 
RECOGNIZE 


ME? 


I REALLY 
WISH YOU 
WOULD 
HAVE... 


RECOGNIZED 
ME JUST BY 
My VOICE. 


T'D SHOW MY 
FACE TO YOU 
NOW THAT 
IT’S DONE. 


T HAVEN'T 


IT’S NOT 
JUST HER 
HAIR, EVEN 
HER LIPS 
ARE FAINTLY 
BLUE. IS IT 
MAKEUP? 


THE COLOUR 
WON'T COME OFF. 
ALSO, WHAT ARE 

THESE PARTICLES? 


SO, UMM... 
NO MORE 
SPACE SUIT 
FOR YOU? 


AS SUCH, I'VE 
DECIDED To 
LEAVE THOSE, 
CLOTHES BE- 
HIND TO MAKE 
SURE THAT I 
DON'T STAND 


WHISPER, 
WHISPER. 
IM 
ACTUALLY 
AN ALIEN 
FROM THE 


IF PEOPLE 
FIND OUT 
THAT I'M 
AN ALIEN, 
THEY'RE 
GONNA 


HATE TO 
BREAK IT TO 
YOU, BUT YOU 
STILL STAND 


Lu 
U 


STOP PULLING. 
IF IT'S MORE 
DOUGHNUTS 

YOU'RE LOOK- 

ING FOR, THEN 

I DON'T HAVE 
ANY TODAY. 


Ws 


I CAN 
FEEL THAT 
WE'RE 
BOUND By 
DESTINY. 


IT FEELS LIKE 
SHE'S CALLING 
ME AN IDLER 
WITH NOTHING 
ELSE TO DO. 


YOU WERE 
LIKELY BORN 
SO THAT YOU 
COULD MEET 
ME. THAT'S 
WHAT I 
THINK. 


No, 
CAN'T BE. 
I HAVE 
PLENTY 
OF OTHER 
MISSIONS 
TOO, YOU 
SEE. 


OH, RIGHT. 
TWAS IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
PROCURING 
DINNER. 


LIGHT 
DANCING 
AROUND 
THE HAND 

I USED 


TO TOUCH 
YASHIRO... 


WE'LL 
PROB- 
ABLY 
MEET 
AGAIN, 
I THINK, 


LOOKING AT HER 
FROM THE BACK, 
SHE KINDA REMINDS. 
ME OF A FAIRY. 


HUHIP 
THAT'S SO 


LONG. 
u 


IS SHE 
SERIOUSLY 
GOING TO 
MAKE ME 

WAIT? 


WHAT IS 
ADACHI 
PLANNING 
TO DOIN 
FIFTEEN 


MINUTES? 


DRESSED 
ALL LAZY, IT 
SURE WAS 
SOMETHING 


SORRY TO 
KEEP YOU 
WAITING. 


WAIT... 
WHY DID 
YOU PUT 
‘ON YOUR 
UNIFORM? 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, 
“WITHOUT A. 
WARNING"? 
I MESSAGED 
You. 


NO, IT'S 
FINE. TLL 
COME TO 

ScHooL 

TOMORROW. 
YOU CAN 
GIVE IT TO 


I JUST 
ASKED IF 
YOU WERE 

‘OKAY. 


STILL, I 
HOPE YOU 
NEVER 
SCARE ME 
AGAIN BY 
SHOWING 
UP WITH 
OUTA 
WARNING. 


DARN. 
WISH I'D 


I FEEL 


BAD SAYING 
THIS AFTER 
YOU CAME ALL 
THE WAY HERE, 
BUT I HAVE 
WORK TODAY, 
AND... 


A-ARE YOU. 
DOING OKAY?. 


AS FOR 
YOU, YOU 
SURE 
LOOK WELL 
RESTED. 


WELL THEN, 
YOU WERE 
THE ONE TO 
STOP ME, SO 
WHY DON'T 
YOU BRING 
UP A TOPIC, 
ADACHI? 
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GO HANG 
OUT WITH 
ME? NEXT 
SATURDAY. 


AS LONG AS 
YOU CHOOSE 
WHERE WE'RE 
GOING, THEN 
SURE, I'M IN. 


Good We 
(|) 


— 
‘ 
ar wo 


‘ hanks, 


S 
Say 


SERIOUSLY? 
YASHIRO!? 


THE WAY YA- 
SHIRO PRON- 
‘OUNCES IT... 


IT ALWAYS 
SOUNDS LIKE 


OOH. 
THESE ARE 


Z 
z 
= 
S 
< 


Ly 
“ty 


THAT 
RIGHT 
THERE IS. 
DESTINY. 


WE MET 
WITHOUT 
KNOWING 
THAT THE 

OTHER 
WOULD BE 
COMING 
HERE. 


YASHIRO. 
SHOULD 


I 
WHERE IS SHE GOING 
TO GET IT FROM?| 7 


/ 


HELLO! 
WHAT'S 
YOUR 
NAME? 


To PUT 
IT SIMPLY, 
T'M AN 
ALIEN 
FROM THE 
FUTURE. 


REMEM- 

BER? IT'S 
THE ALIEN 
GIRL FROM 
BEFORE. 


JUST 
THINK OF 
HER ASA 

QUIRKY KID 
FROM THE 
NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD. 


WAIT, 
YOU'RE 
COMING 
ALONG? 


u 
ve 


AS THANKS 
FOR THE 
DOUGHNUT 
YOU GAVE 
ME THE 
TLL OTHER DAY 
TREAT 


OH, ALSO, 


MORNING 


Chapter 8: Isosceles Triangle 


T.CAN SMELL 
SOMETHING 


I THOUGHT 
FOR SURE 
SHE'D TAKE 
US TOA 
DOUGHNUT 
STORE OR 
SOMETHING. 


SORRY, 
ADACHI. 


I FORGOT 
THAT I 
WAS STILL 
HOLDING 
ONTO YOUR 


W-WAIT... 
APACHIIF 


4, 406 
forte, WOW? 


IT LOOKS 
DELICIOUS. 


ALTHOUGH, TF KINDA 
Pizza WANNA 
AND PASTA pick THE 
ARE ALSO SAME. 
TEMPTING. 


f Even you. 
YOU TAKE A) adaowl? 
THE PIZZA, } 
SHIMAMURA. 
T'LL GO 
WITH THE 


ive 

te go ar THON 

war's 99 is? 
—veoat ont 8 


[ 
| ONE 
‘SOUFFLE 

COULD IT y OMELETTE, 
BE THAT AND THEN, 
ADACH'S f ” 

IN A BAD. 

MooD?/ 

Y 


| 


EXACTLY LIKE THE LAST TIME. 
SHE EVEN STOPPED RIGHT AWAY. 


I WONDER IF SHE'S BACK [ 
TO HER USUAL SELF NOW. | 


I APOLOGIZE 
FOR THE WAIT. 


SOUFFLE 
OMELETTE!? 


IT TOO, 


ADACHI? 


HURRYUP- 
ANODOIT- 
PLEASE. 


ADACHI 
WON'T 
I CAN TALK TO 
SENSE... YASHIRO. 
WELL, DOES SHE 
“HOSTILITY” NOT LIKE 
IS MAYBE HER? 
TOO STRONG 
OF A WORD. 
"RIVALRY", 
PERHAPS? 


IT NEVER CAME UP 
WHEN WE SPENT TIME 
ON THE SECOND FLOOR 

OF THE GYM, BUT... 


SURP- 
RISINGLY 
CHILDISH 
IN A LOT 
OF Ways. 


Now she's just 
staring ar the fork 
What's Op with thar? 


AFTER 


WE 
FINISHED 


THE PINS. 


o~ Smack 


(\. 


FIRST? 


KNOWING ADACHI, 
SHE'S GONNA 
BLUSH AND BE ALL 
LIKE "NO WAY". 


zz 


y 2 
A 
\ 
nhs 


pdaci? | 


YOU DON'T 
ACTUALLY 
KNOW WHAT 
BOWLING IS, 
Do you? 


NOPE. 
WE DON'T 
HAVE GAMES 
LIKE THESE 
IN SPACE. 


WHEN 
YOU BEAT 
SOMEONE, 
DOESN'T IT 
MAKE YOU 

GO ALL 
“WOOHOO! 
I DID ITI"? 


WHENEVER 
YASHIRO 


SOMETHING, 
ADACHI'S 
THE FIRST 


Gy THE WAY, 
DO YOU GET 
ANYTHING 
GOOD IF YOU 
WIN THIS 
GAME? 


STILL, IT’S 
PRETTY EM- 
BARRASSING 

TO HAVE 
SOMEONE SAY 
“I LOVE YOU" 
TO YOUR FACE 
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HOW THE 
HELL AM I 
SUPPOSED 
TO ANSWER 

THAT? 


EVEN YOU, 
YASHIRO!? 


DON'T 
HOP ON THE 
BANDWAGON. 


YOU THINK 
YOU CAN 
BEAT ME, A 
PRO BOWL- 
INGER? 


WHICH 
ONE 
ARE YOU 
CHEERING 
FOR, SHI- 
MAMURA? 


I DON'T WANT TO PICK 
EITHER. THAT'S WHAT 


Gheptar 9 


(ON THAT 
DAY, THE 
WARMTH 
OF SUM~ 
MER STILL 
LINGERING 


SILENCE CAN BE PRETTY \ 
BOTHERSOME TOO WHEN THERE'S 
‘SOMEONE WITH YOU... 


FROM BACK 


WHEN. ey 

I HADN'T S 

YET BEGUN | y 
THINKING 
OF HER AS 


‘A FRIEND. 


SHIMAMURA. 


LATELY, I'VE FOUND 
MYSELF GETTING 
NERVOUS WHENEVER 

WE MEET.) 9) 


AND YET, AT 
SOME POINT, 
IT BECAME 
IMPOSSIBLE 

ME TO 
TAKE MY EYES 
OFF HER. 


Ain: 
3 nor 
Goo 


Ne 


ow then shall 
he oad tarde 


Hs 
the karaoke pieces (f y 


56 


70 YOu 
EVEN HAVE 
ASONG YOU 

KNOW THE 
LYRICS TOP 


58 


59 


I. KINDA GET THE 
IMPRESSION THAT 
IDLING AWAY ON 
THE SECOND FLOOR 
OF THE GYM IS 
MORE SHIMAMURA- 
ESQUE. 


Hey, 
ADACHI. 
yOu KNOW 
THIS SONG 
NAGAFUJ! 
CHOSE? 


SHIMAMURA KEEPS 
SIPPING HER DRINK. 


IS SHE PERHAPS 
PUSHING HERSELF? 


GIVE ME 
ONE MORE 
MIC, HINO. 


T ALREADY 
SANG A SONG 
‘AND A HALF. 

BASED ON THE 
SITTING OR- 
DER, YOU'RE 


60 


SINGING 
IN FRONT 
OF PEOPLE 
JUST ISN'T 


bse 


3x32 


Pa 


THE NEW SEASON 
BRINGS PAINFUL DAYS... 


SO THAT I'D NEVER 
LET GO OF YOUR HAND. THIS LAND FOR ONLY US... 


-—_ WHICH NO ONE ELSE CAN TOUCH. 


65 


I GUESS. 


AS LONG AS 
SHIMAMURA'S 
THERE... 


I'LL BE FINE. 


W-WAS I 
REALLY? 


THINGS I WANT TO TALK ABOUT? 
YEAH, I HAVE LOADS OF THOSE. 


HOWEVER, I CAN'T HELP BUT 
THINK THAT IF I WERE TO SAY ANY 
OF My FEELINGS OUT LOUD... 


66 


oat ee 


7 


Tap. 


68 


SHEDDING 
TEARS. 


DON'T 
CALL ME 
"BIG SIS" 
IN CLASS, 

OKAY? 


I WANT TO BE 
SPECIAL TO HER. 


NOT IN A WEIRD WAY, 
AND I REALLY MEAN THAT. 


I REALLY DO... 


jECLESL 


ty 


MAYBE IT 


WOULD'VE 
BEEN BETTER 
TO TALK FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE 
LONGER. SHE 
DID TAKE THE 
TIME To CALL 


| 
Chapter 10: Mother and Daughter 


HOW ARE 
Mr SCHOOL 
PERFOR- 
MANCE ANZ 
LACK OF 
PHYSICAL 
STRENGTH 
RELATED? 


76 


THAT 
DOESN'T 
NECESSARILY 
MEAN THAT 
SCHOOL'S 
WHERE YOU'RE 
GOING To. 


78 


1S IT JUST MY 
IMAGINATION, OR... 


AH! 


IT ISN'T MY 
IMAGINATION. 


SINCE THIS 


BUT REALLY 
THOUGH, IT'S 
QUITE RARE 

TO SEE YOUNG 
KIDS HERE. 


80 


THE PERSON THAT 
(OH My, IF SHE REMINDS ME OF IS... 
IT ISN'T MRS 
ADACHI. 


SHE LOOKS SO SIMILAR 
THAT YOU COULD 
STRAIGHT-UP MISTAKE 
HER FOR ADACHI WITH 
A DIFFERENT HAIRSTYLE 
AT A QUICK GLANCE. 


OH, THAT'S. 
NICE. MUST 


IGoT 


CAUGHT 
UP IN THE 
MOMENT 

AND ENDED 


STILL, THE 
RESEMBLANCE 
SURE IS STRIKING. 


Alu 
ays 
OF 607% So 
Sanger "Aid 
» Tag 


THE REASON WHY IS. 
THAT THEY ARE INVOLVED 
WITH THEIR CHILDREN. 


UNDERSTAND: 
YOUR CHILD BE 
YOUR FAULT, NOT 
THEIRS, FOR NOT 
INTERACTING 
WITH THEM? 


THOUGH 
I MIGHT 
NOT KNOW 
ADA... 
YOUR CHILD 


My MOTHER MIGHT BE 
THE TYPE THAT MEDDLES 
INTO MY AFFAIRS A LITTLE 
TOO MUCH FOR MY TASTE... 


BUT AT LEAST THOSE LIKE 
HER UNDERSTAND THEIR 
DAUGHTERS, TO A CERTAIN 
EXTENT AT LEAST. 


couLD 

THE FACT 

THAT YOU 
DON'T... 


SAID, I'M 
NOT GOING 
To DISCUSS 
THIS WITH 


WHICH ONE 
OF US IS 
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WHO- 
EVER CAN 
STAY IN THE 
SAUNA THE 
LONGEST, 

WINS. 


WHAT I ASK 
IS THAT FOR 
JUST A SINGLE 
DAY, YOU 
LIKE A GOOD 
MOTHER FOR 
YOUR CHILD. 


1S THIS 
WHAT 


THEY MEAN 
WHEN THEY 
TALK ABOUT 
KIDS BEING 
REGEL- 
Lious? 


1 
Whay rakes os we 
Al Perens af 


My BOD 
JUST HURTS 
ALITTLE. 


LET ME 
BORROW 
YOUR LAP 
FOR A BIT. 
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ADACHI REALLY 
I SEE WHY NOW. Wf || TOOK A LIKING TO 
SO SOFT, SO WARM... 


IT REALLY IS COM~ 
FORTABLE, THE LAP 
OF ANOTHER. 


ADACHI, 
WHY ARE 
YOUR LEGS 
SHAKING? 


D-7ON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 


‘My LAP THAT TIME. 


90 


WHAT 717 
OU 70 


YESTERDAY, 
SHIMRIMURRE 


My MOM 
WAS, LIKE, 
ACTING 
ALL WEIRD. 
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IT WAS SO. 

NOSTALGIC, 
I GUESS YOU 
COULD SAY. 


SHE'S A 
SURPRISINGLY 


DID you 
WE DIDN'T LIKE THAT 


EVEN TALK i SHE DID? 
ABOUT ANYTHING, y 
JUST SAT THERE 
SILENTLY. T CAN'T 
EVEN REMEMBER 
WHAT THE FOO? 

TASTED LIKE, THAT'S 

HOW UNCOIMFOR- 

y TABLE IT WAS. 


away ve with 
oad Sit 
Nore? 


you. 
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SEXUAL HAR- 
ASSMENT? 
COME ON, IT’S 
NOT LIKE ANY- 
ONE ELSE WAS. 
LOOKING. 


ANYWAY, 
IT'S PRETTY 
INCREDIBLE. 
HOW YOU'RE 
ABLE TO DO 
A SIT-UP 
JUST LIKE 
THAT. 


BE IT MY EXERCISE... 


OR ADACHI... 


96 


Grepter Nl 


I FOUND My FEET NO 


LONGER TAKING ME THERE. 


jr 


AS WINTER CAME AND 
THE GYM'S SECOND FLOOR GOT 
TOO COLD TO HANG OUT AT... 


I GUESS 
THAT ONLY 
LEAVES 
CHRISTMAS 
AS AN 
OPTION. 


SO THEN, IN THAT CASE, 
WHERE SHOULD SHIMAMURA 
AND I GO? 


ms 
DECEMBER 
ALREADY. 
IF WE'RE 
EXCLUDING 


\ \ 
AS MUCH AS I'D WANT IT TO 
BE\A PRIVATE MEMORIAL DAY 
BELONGING ONLY TO US AND 
NO'ONE ELSE, THOSE SADLY 
\| | DON'T EXIST... 
VN 


‘i Adachi’ Thoughts 


CHRISTMAS, 
WOULDN'T 
77 


THE COLD WEATHER AND LACK OF 
SCHOOL MEAN THAT I RARELY IF EVER 
“t THE HOUSE ON CHRISTMAS. 
AS SUCH, I REALLY DON'T HAVE 
A CLUE WHAT GOES ON OUT THERE. 


STILL, TWO GIRLS, 
WALKING DOWN THE CHRISTMAS 
STREETS TOGETHER... 


\ 
| f \. 
| | \ THE PROBLEM IS, I CAN'T 
| = \ ASK IT THAT WAY. 


| 
NO, I HAVE TO, SPECIFICALLY 
MENTION CHRISTMAS... 
WHT 


Pt 
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OH, HAVE 
T BEENP 
T HAVEN'T 
NOTICE... 


THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
THAT YOU 
WANTED TO 
TELL ME. 


102 


103 


SHIMAMURA'S 
My PARENTS THINK OF ME AS A CHILD \ \ INCREDIBLE. 
THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND, AND YET... i | 


SHIMAMURA, SHE SEES 
RIGHT THROUGH ME. 


WOULD 
YOU LIKE 


WHERE? 


No, NOT 

"KINDA". 
I WANT TO 
TRY IT, I DO. 


I NEED TO 
BE HOME FOR 
DINNER, BUT 

IF THAT'S 

‘OKAY, THEN 
‘SURE. 


THERE'S NO 
LIKE, GREATER 
MEANING TO IT. 
I WAS JUST 
THINKING THAT 
I KINDA WANT 
‘TO SEE WHAT 
IT'S LIKE GOING: 
OUT WITH 
SOMEONE ON 
‘A BUSY DAY. 


104 


CHRIST- 
MAS WITH 
SHIMAMURA 


MAS WITH | 
SHIMAMURA 9° 


HUHI? THE 

CAFETERIA? 
WHEN DID I 
GET HERE!? 


DURING 
CLASS 


WHERE'S, 
UMM, NA~ 
GAFUJI? 


WHATEVER. 
TM SURE 
THAT SHE'LL 
FIND HER 
Way To THE 
CAFETERIA 
SOMEHOW. 
weLL, 
YOU ARE 
STANDING 
IN FRONT 
IKINDA carcre- 
ASSUMED 
Har RA 5° 
YOU WERE 
HERE TO 
eAT. 
HUH? 
WeLL, 
uM. 


I HAVE 
SOMETHING 
THAT I WANT. 
TO ASK HINO 
ANYWAY, SO 
THIS WORKS 
OUT PER- 
FECTLY. 


OF COURSE, I CAN'T JUST 
WALK UP TO SHIMAMURA AND 
ASK HER WHAT SHE LIKES. 


IT's NOT 
LIKE HER TO 


LOSE SIGHT 
OF ME. 


¥6 AH, THAT'S 
Mfr (~) |] | wees Wagetoh IT. JOIN US 


WN 
jwair rik age gh | FOR LUNCH, 
ders mere, *¥oud) ADATTSI. 
wHaT 
DO YOU 
say? 


WHAT 
SAYS 
CHRIST- 
MAS 
MORE 
THAN 
PRE- 
SENTS? 
NOTHING. 
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107 


HAVE 
YOU EVER 
GONE LIKE, 
SHOPPING 
WITH HER? 


I'M NOT 
‘SURE IF IT 
COUNTS, 
BUT THIS 
ONE TIME, 


CAN YOU 
REMEMBER 
WHAT IT WAS 
CALLED? 


‘SHOPPING, 


I NEEDED 


NOPE, 
‘SORRY. 

I THINK 
I WOULD 
REMEMBER 
IF I SAW IT, 


109 


110 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
PATRONAGE, 
LIKE ALWAYS. 


USING WORDS LIKE 
"HOUSEHOLD"... 


COMING TO BUY TEA... 


SHE'S LIKE SOME 
NOBLE LADY... 


THIS TEA IS 
EFFECTIVE 
FOR THOSE 


WHO ARE 
SENSITIVE TO 
THE COLD, 
T HEAR. 


IT REALLY IS 
WEIRD, ISN'T IT? 


I DOUBT SHIMAMURA'S 
EVEN LOOKING FORWARD 
TO CHRISTMAS. 


WALKING AROUND WITH 
ANOTHER GIRL, BEING ALL 
EXCITED OVER IT... THERE'S 

NO WAY THAT CAN BE NORMAL 


I WOULD BE SURPRISED IF, 
FOR HER, IT WAS ANYTHING 
MORE THAN... 


JUST ANOTHER EVENT 
ON HER CALENDAR. 


"LEGEND OF 
AFRICA"...7 


ye Block reat 
erica To 


ts 


TAKE THESE 
AS A SINGLE 
PURCHASE? 


SHIMAMURA... 


Ta 
T SEE... 
I DID THINK 
THAT IT WAS 
sTrance For [UT 


HER NOT TO 
WALK HOME. 
WITH ME. 


TAM SHIMAMURA'S: 
_ FRIEND, (NOTHING MORE. 
il G 


| THAT. IS SOMETHING THAT 
ii 


i je 
HAVE TO /ALWAYS/KEEP IN MIND. 


(—_\ 


5 WONDER, WHEN T GIVE 
an \ a THI: TO HER... 
WILL I BE ABLE TO SHORTEN / \ S TEN 
THE DISTANCE BETWEEN US | 
EVER SO SLIGHTLY? | 
eae ——, = * 


an 


[oe 


Ghepter B 


IS SAYING 
THAT I'M 
LOOKING 

FORWARD TO 


‘TOO MUCH 
EMPHASIS 
ON IT? IS SHE 
GOING TO 
THINK THAT 
I'M WEIRD? 


THERE ARE 
ONLY A FEW 
MINUTES LEFT 
TILL THE DAY 
CHANGES. 
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120 
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THE IMAGE OF HER 
STANDING ALONGSIDE 
NAGAFUJI JUST KEEPS 

COMING BACK INTO 

‘MY MIND. 


WHENEVER IT DOES, I FEEL 
My HEART GROWING CLOUDY. 
IT’S SO PAINFUL. 


"A"? WHAT 
THE HECK 
/S THAT 
SUPPOSEV 
TO MEANIP 


IF WE WERE TALKING, ¢ THIS IS EXACTLY WHY 
EVEN A REPLY LIKE THIS . ieare TEXTING. 


WOULD GE FILLED WITH 
EMOTION, EMOTION THAT 
WOULD CARRY OVER. 


YET, WHEN TEXTING, ALL 
YOU GET ARE WORDS, DRY AND 
DEVOID OF ANY REAL MEANING. 
THAT IS ALL TO Say, I WANT 
TO HEAR SHIMAMURA'S VOICE. 


I WANT TO 
KNOW HER 
BETTER. 
TLL GET 
TO HEAR IT 
ALOT To- 
MORROW. 
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Chapter 12: White Album 


AS A RESULT, NOW I I. FOUND IT DIFFICULT 
CAN'T STOP YAWNING. TO FALL ASLEEP AFTER 
THAT TEXT LAST NIGHT. 


I CHECKED THE AREA IN FRONT 
OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE BEFORE 
COMING HERE, AND WOW. THERE 
WERE A LOT OF COUPLES THERE. 


124 


FIVE 
MINUTES? 
MORE LIKE y ari 
FIFTEEN! / KEPT you 


WAITING. 


UMM... T WAS 
THINKING THAT. 
WE COULD START 
BY GOING TO THE 
ARCADE ON THE 
‘SECOND FLOOR. 


126 


we 
4 
Y ms? 
J /\ Y I BOUGHT FRESH NEW 
I CHOSE TO GO WITH 74 | CLOTHES AND TRIED THEM 
/ G54 
A 


THE CHINA DRESS. ALL OUT, BUT IN THE END... 


WHY? BECAUSE SHIMAMURA 
ONCE SAID THAT IT LOOKED CUTE. 


MORE 
WONDER 
iepeopte = UKE 


you Y / 

DEFINITELY f. Me einones 

LOOr SUTE R PERSONALLY, 

INIT. | T THINK IT'S: 
(GREAT. 


128 


(OH crap! 

I ENDED UP 

GRIPPING IT 
way 


HARD! 


WHAT SHOULD I DO? 
SHE PROBABLY REALLY 


DIDN'T LIKE IT, DID SHE? WHILE SHE DOESN'T 


USUALLY GET ANGRY, 
WHAT I JUST DID... 


= 
} 
| DCAN'T BRING MYSELF 
TO LOOK AT HER... 


129 


STOP 
GRABBING 


130 


HER HAND 
1S WARM... 


GREAT. YET ANOTHER 
HURDLE TO CLEAR FOR ME 
TO HOLD HER HAND. 


STILL... SHE DOESN'T 
MIND ME DOING IT? 


'M NOT THE ONLY PERSON 
HER SIDE. 


THAT IS WHY... 


I FIND MYSELF WANTING TO TAKE 
HER HAND FIRST, EVEN IF BY FORCE. 


IT RESEMBLES TAGLE TENNIS 
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE. IF THERE'S 
A GAME THAT'S MEANT FOR US, THIS IS IT. 


oH 


Sve 49! 
ave 


ae) 


How the heck did 
Tbear hen. > 


NOT LiKE 
TLE? 
OR ANY 
THING. 


THINKING 
ABOUT IT, 
YOU ALSO 
WON WHEN 
WE PLAYED 
TABLE 
TENNIS, 
DIDN'T 
you? 


WHEN I'M. 
PLAYING 
WITH MY 
SISTER, 
T ALWAYS 
BEAT HER. 
YOU'RE 
PRETTY 
GOOD AT 
THIS, 
ADACHI. 


‘ONCE THE 
SUNLIGHT 
GROWS 


STRONGER 


TO TELL YOU THE TRUTH, I'D 
LOVE THAT. I'D LOVE TO SKIP 
CLASS WITH HER AND PASS 

THE TIME UP THERE. |' 


‘I FOUND IT EXTREMELY 

PLEASANT PASSING TIME 

\UP THERE WITH HER, ON 
_| THE SECOND FLOOR OF 


I’M SURE THAT SHIMAMURA 
UNDERSTANDS THAT WE CAN'T 
SHE WANTS BOTH OF US TO \ \ KEEP SKIPPING CLASS FOREVER. 
PASS OUR EXAMS AND THEN \ 
GRADUATE TOGETHER. 


STILL, 
IT'S NOT 
GUARANTEED 


THAT 

WE'LL END 

UP BEING 

}\ PLACED IN 

(f\\ THE same 
| ciass. 
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I ALSO NEED TO BE READY IN CASE 
I DON'T. IT'S A REAL POSSIBILITY, 
AND I DON'T WANT TO GET 
DEPRESSED IF IT HAPPENS. 


RIGHT. CLASSES WILL BE SHUFFLED 
AROUND COME atk ‘SEMESTER. 


| 
EVEN IF NEITHER OF US FAILS 
THE GRADE, THERE'S STILL A CHANCE 
THAT WE END UP GETTING SCREWED 
By THAT SYSTEM. 


STARTING FROM TODAY, 
IM GOING TO BE PRAYING 
EACH NIGHT BEFORE BEDTIME 
THAT I GET PLACED IN THE 
SAME CLASS AS HER. 


THIS WOULD 
BEA GOOD 
MOMENT TO 
GIVE IT TO 
HER, HUH? 


HAHAHA. 
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HUHI?, 


SHIMAMURA 
GOT MEA 
PRESENT AS 
WELL/? 


ALSO, 
HERE ARE 
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THAT'S WHY 
I WENT TO 
NAGAFUJI 
FOR HELP. 

ALTHOUGH, 


LIKE T ASKED 
THE WRONG 
PERSON. 


IN THAT CASE... 


WHEN SHE WAS 
WITH HER THAT TIME... 


IT WAS FOR 
MY SAKE? 


10 


FRIEND. 


AMBITIONS. 


THE FACT THAT 
WE SPENT CHRISTMAS 
TOGETHER, THE SPECIALNESS 
OF IT, THAT I WILL REMEMBER 
FOR THE REST OF My LIFE. 
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